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There are many types of childcare available, and you will wish 
to decide which best suits the needs of you and your child.  
This lea�et explains the different types of childcare available.

If you need help choosing childcare, you might like to read 
our lea�et on this topic which gives advice and questions you 
might like to ask.

CHILDCARE OPTIONS

CHILDcARE AT HOME
-	 These include Nannies, Babysitters and Au Pairs
-	 Can register with Ofsted as part of the Voluntary Register.

CLUBS AND AcTIVITIES
-	 Clubs for children and young people of all ages to learn new skills such as sports, arts etc
-	 Usually run on evenings or weekends
-	 Not required to be inspected by OFSTED, but have a responsibility to provide a safe 
	 environment for your child and can apply for OFSTED voluntary register

OFSTED VOLUNTARY REGISTRATION 
The Childcare Act 2006 introduces a Childcare Register with two parts; a compulsory and a 
voluntary part. The voluntary part of this register commenced in April 2007. 
People may choose to join the voluntary part of the register if they are caring for children:
• 	 In the child�s own home, aged up to 17 years
• 	 In a provision that isn�t required to be registered, such as a sports coaching club.
• 	Over 8 years old




